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ADVERTISEMENT. 


— 


As the following Letters have done 
more good to the World, than PALINE“'s 
Book has ever done harm, it was deter— 


mined to publiſh them. 


Mr. KIN 's ſentiments at the Ecnan 
Aſlociation having got into the Herald, 
Mr. Pali NE, who is an old acquaintance 
of Mr. King's, wrote him a letter on it, 
which, together with Mr. King's Reply, 
as well as the Speech which gave riſe to 


them, form the ſubſtance of the follow- 


ing ſheets. 


Mr. KING's SPEECH, 


AS PUBLISHED IN THE MORNING HERALD OP? 


DECKMBER 12, 1792. 


HEN deſperate and dangerous faCtions 
threaten to diſturb the country, it behoves 
every good citizen to avow his principles, and ma- 
nifeſt his conduct, to prevent men grown indigent 
from 1dlenels, or ruined by extravagance, from be- 
coming ſo numerous and powerſul as to do the Go- 
vernment an injury. A Conſtitution that has ever 
been held the boaſt and envy of the world, muſt 
not be in an inſtant forſaken for the new fantaſtic 
doctrine of a few deſigning men, who under the 
guiſe of patriotiſm veil their ambition. The Eng- 
liſh who have hitherto ſet examples to all Eurc, 2, 
muſt not at laſt become the miſerable apes of 
Frenchmen---if a change had been neceſſary, we 
ſhould not have required a hint from France; but 
if the French have overturned a bad Government, 
is that a reaſon why we ſhould overturn a good 
one ? 


Inſtead of eſtabliſhing a limited Monarchical Go- 
vernment, they have formed an Utopian one, a 
wild Republic, to bring men into notice and alllu- 
ence, who had neither genius or merit to entitle 
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them to either; but a ſhort time will ſhew that 
thole men who have butchered half the Citizens, 
to pull down a tyrant, will, Hydra-like, in thou- 
lands, ſet up for themlelves as ſoon as they are nd 


of foreign enemies. 


We muſt not confound diſtinlions--Suppoſe 
they had really reſiſted a bad King, ſhall we there- 
fore forlake a good one? Shall he, who never in- 
jured the lowell of his ſubjects be deſerted by them? 
It a bad King delerves the hatred of the people, a 
good one delerves their attachment, and they ſhould 
ſacrifice their lives in his defence. 


We have ſeen how Republics have turned out 
in the States of Genoa and Venice; and we foreſee 
that the inſidious Republic of France will end in a 
Irightful Ariſtocracy. 


Some reform is certainly wanted; but let it be 
fought for conſtitutionally---let it go to the KING 
through the Repreſentatives of the People, when 
was he ever yet known to refuſe redreſs of grie- 
vances But ſhall we be paſſive when we ſee men 
begin what they call a Reform, by deluging their 
country in blood? Is it a neceſſary prelude, and 


earneſt of reformation to plunder houſes, and mur- 
der inhabitants? There is no Citizen, however 
low his ſtation, but ought to guard the ſtake he 
has in the community, and join in repelling a ban- 
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ditti, who, in pretending reformation, intend 
only a pillage; who having ruined themſelves by 
bad courles, hope now to recover by a {cramble, 


The pages of theſe annals thall not be diſgraced 
by Engliſh diſloyalty---let the perſidious French 
continue their nation's reproach---perſidious ever, 
hypocrites under a Monarchy, murderers, and hill 
hypocrites in a Democracy---but we, firm in our 
principles, and unſhaken in our allegiance, will to 
our lalt breath, defend our King and Conſtitution, 


and baftle the machinations of our faithleſs ene— 
mies. 


JOHN KING. 


Egham Lodge, 


December 12, 1792. 


LETTER 


FROM 


Mr. THOMAS PAINE, 
AUTHOR OF THE « RIGHTS OF MAN,” 


TO 


Mr. KING, 
NEW BURLINGTON STREET, 
ON HIS SENTIMENTS AT THE EGHAM MEETING, 


PUBLISHED IN THE MORNING HIIAL)D, 


DECEMBER 12, 1792. 


DAR KINc, 


Don'r know any thing theſe many years, that 
ſurpriſed, and hurt me more, than the ſenti- 
ments you publiſhed in the Courtly HENAIL D, the 
12th December, ſigned Jonx Kin, Egham Lodge. 
You have gone back from all you ever ſaid. 


When I firſt knew you in Ailiffe-ſtreet, an ob- 
ſcure part of the City, a child, without fortune or 
friends, I noticed you; becauſe I thought I ſaw in 
you, young as you was, a bluntneſs of temper, a 
boldneſs of opinion, and an originality of thought, 


that portended {ome future good, 
I was 
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I was pleaſed to diſcuſs, with you, under our 
friend Oliver's lime-tree, thole political notions, 
which I have ſince given the world in my © Rights 
of Man.” 


You uſed to complain of abuſes, as well as me, 
and wrote your opinions on them in free terms.--- 
What then means this ſudden attachment to Kings? 
this fondneſs of the Engliſh Government, and hatred 
of the French ?---If you mean to curry favour, by 


aiding your Government, you are miſtaken; they 
never recompence thoſe who ſerve it; they buy off 
thoſe who cax annoy it, and let the good that is 
rendered it, be its own reward. Believe me, KIS, 
more is to be obtained by cheriſhing the riſing 
ſpirit of the People, than by ſubduing it. Follow 
my fortunes, and I will be anſwerable, that you 
ſhall make your own, 


'THO. PAINE. 


Paris, 
January 3, 1793- 
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Mr. THOMAS PAINE, 


IN ANSWER TO HIS LETTER OF THE THIRD OF 
JANUARY, FROM PARIS. 


= — * — = A. 7 3 
—  - — — = — 


DAR SIR, 


T is true. I was a friend of the French, and would 
1 have added my contribution to aſſiſt them: they 
ellected a glorious Revolution, and every friend 
to Liberty was a friend to their cauſe---But if, from 
a people ſtruggling under oppreſſion, they become 
oppreilors themlelves---11, from a nation ſecking 
its own happineſs, they become the diſturbers of 
the happineſs of others, and from a humiliating 


tone of deprecation, aillume the voice of dictators, 
I certainly renounce the prejudice I had too haſlily 
adopted. If, when the people wh waded through 
a ſea of blood to gain freedom, deny it to every 
one elſe, and begin a ſecond carnage on thoſe who 
differ with them in opinion ;---when a ruthleſs mob 
is let looſe to vent its mighty rage upon a feeble, 
unhappy woman, I ſee then, that the overthrow of 
one tyranny has given birth to a million of others. 


. 
/ 


I alcribed the former perhdy of the French to the 
nature of their Government, and expected to ſce a 
new character ariſe from the Revolution; but 
neither the deſtruction of the Baſtile, the joy over 
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Auſtrian defeats, the tranſitions of hope and de- 


Us 


ſpondency, nor their various vicillitudes of fortune, 
have been able to eitect any eflential change in 
their temper,---faithlefs in every ſtation, they con- 
tinue ſo till death. 


Under the ſpecious pretext of giving freedom to 
nations, they over- run the earth for conqueſt and 
aggrandi gement. If a mob do a ſudden, deſperate 
act, I may forgive the impulſe; but when the glo— 
rious conquerors of the Baſtile are transformed into 
a deliberate body of bravos, and after fitting in 
mock trial on the old and defencelels, convert their 
priſons into ſhambles---Am I to continue the par— 
tiſan of ſuch men? In the commencement of the 
Revolution, they told me, they had no friends but 
us. The Englith,” ſaid they, © free themſelves, 
** wilh to fee other nations ſo: while they remain 
** neuter, we defy the reſt of the world.” How 
has our neutrality been rewarded? Firſt, they 
abuſed the Elefor of Hanover; but at laſt, to make 
the matter unequivocal, they inſult the King of 
England, in terms, if poſhble, more grols than 
your own! 


The Engliſh, Mr. PAl xx, are a ſpirited, and 
grateful people; they know how to puniſh a bad 
King, but they will not ſuſfer one they love to be 
thus outraged ; and they have reaſon to ſuſpect the 
friendſhip of a people, who, after ages of enmity, 
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have yet given no proof that their ſentiments were 
altered. Some deciſive, real inſtance of their at- 
tachment, ſhould have been diſcovered, before 
they could expect that we ſhould truſt them; but 
hitherto one ſpecies of treachery has only been fol- 


lowed by another: formerly they diſturbed us with 
their blind love of Kings; and now they perſecute 
us with their groundleſs hatred of them. 


Mr. PAIN - -ſuch men as Froft, Barlow, and 
others, your aſſociates, ſhew the forlornneſs of your 
caule, Our reſpettable citizens do not go to you, 
they remain at home, attached to their country--- 
the whole nation, as one man, is rouſed againſt 
you, and with an unanimous ſpirit of aſſociation, 
ſhew you, that neither the ſpecious written Rights 
of Man, nor the tinſelled orations of frothy French- 
men, have been ahle to warp their judgments, or 
play upon their paſſions: they may millead a feu 
untaught villagers, but the ſenſible part of the na- 
tion detect the impoſition, and diſdain the allure- 
ment. We want no new Revolution ;---we obtained 
one under Charles the Firſt : a Revolution which 
was necellary with you, would, with us undo the 
labours, and fair fruits of a century :---ſo ſuperior 
to all others 1s our preſent form of Government, 
that if it were different from what it is, we ſhould 


be driven to {eek another Revolution to bring it to 
this ! | 
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And what examples of ſteadineſs, and modera- 
tion have you given that are worthy imitation ? 
A hundred forms of Government have been pro- 
poſed, and rejected :---Jaws, and abrogation of laws, 
Monarchy and Republicaniſm, have alternately 
ſucceeded, in the ſmall ſpace of three years! One 
day the wavering French rend the air with Vive le 
Roi] and the next, the air is again rent, with ex- 
ecrations on him! In misfortune we lee you de- 
ſponding, and in ſucceſs, carrying horror, and de- 
ſolation over all the Continent. If you recolle& 
the Engliſh, they neither deſpair in adverſity, nor 
are they inſolent in proſperity ;---they ſolicit no aid 
when they are in war, nor do they injure their 
friends when they triumph. They receive with 
icorn your propolal of a new Government ; they 
take no leſſons from a people they deſpiſe. Their 
own feelings are the ſtimulus to their attions, and 
rouſe them without a foreign impulſe: they would 
reject your impertinent interpoſition from pride, if 
not from principle,---You, who pretend to the hu- 


mility of a ſtate of Nature, ſhould offer England ta 
be the Metropolis of the European World, inſtead. 


of arrogantly propoling that all Europe ſhall be a 
Republic, and France its haughty Metropolis.--- 
The people have found out that your plan 1s a de- 
ceit, and does them no good---You, indeed, are 
benefited by it, for it raiſes you to affluence, but 
they continue as they were ! for, Suppole your 
equalization eſtabliſhed, and Kings and Lords an- 
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nihilated, property would ſtill remain in the ſame 
hands, and the poor continue as they were. Under 
every form of Government, there mult always be 
labourers for the ground, workmen for the manu— 
facturer, and ſervants for domeſtic concerns; your 
Revolution leaves theſe as they were ; 1t raiſes you 
to a Member of the National Convention, but they 
continue in their former ſtations. Men cannot be 
all equally good and equally wile ; the bad, there- 
fore, mult be reſtrained, and the 1gnorant guided: 
there ends then your fancied ſtate of Equality.--- 
Governors there muſt always be, and Governors 
mult always be ſuperior to the governed. In armies 
it is the ſame; there muſt be a General, for Equa- 
lity would be Anarchy. 


You ſay, all Government is an artifice: is not 
then your's an artifice, and a more hideous one 
than any other, where Marat, Carra, and other 
{tabbers are the Kings of it ?---Induſtrious men will 
always be richer than idlers; and the inſtant this is 
prevented, all laudable incitement is at an end, and 
the country is impoveriſhed. Induſtry will thrive 
in England, becaule its fruits are ſafe under a Go- 
vernment, where no power can wreſt them from 
the pollellors. Your Equalization ſpeaks to idle 
men, ſpendthrifts and robbers; they form hopes 
from confuſion, which they cannot have in any 
other ſtate; but you have rung the alarm-bell to the 
{ſober part of the people, by the retinue that follows 
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your Equality; for they ſee you only backed in it 
by the felons, mendicants, pick-pockets, and vag- 
rants of the kingdom. 


The Engliſh, who are a contemplative people, 
have read of the Agrarian Law; they have ſeen 
Greece and Rome produce their former Pairings; 
they too ſung as you have done, and always had a 
rabble at their heels; the Rights of Man was the 
common watch-word to tumult ; but they were al- 
ways detected in ſchemes of ambition and ſelf.in- 
tereſt, and when the popular deluſion was over, 
theſe Men of the People were made to finiſh their 
career from the Tarpeian rock. 


I evinced in Ireland, by my Tiberius Gracchus, 
that I was proof againſt temptation; it did not im- 
pede the completion of thoſe public letters. I find 
my happineſs in the proſperity of my Country, and 
am ſufficiently rewarded in the general welfare---I 
am not altered ;---when it is the proper ſeaſon, I 
ſhall again exclaim againſt the twenty millions of 
annual taxes, againſt penſions, ſinecure places, and 
unequal repreſentation; but, inſtead of exclaiming 
againſt the King as you have done, I look to him 
to aſſiſt in the Reformation; for, born and eſta- 
bliſhed as he is in the Country, his intereſt is inſe- 
parable from that of the People, and he finds his 
Individual Advantage in the General Good, 

Let 
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Let us, in England, PAIN, enjoy our liberty; 
while your's, amidſt your boaſted Republicaniſm 
is a Problem: Let us utter our ſentiments as we 
pleaſe; while you poignard every one who differs 
with you in opinion. Let us continue our trials 
by Jury, while your's are conduQed by the Mob; 
and let us continue to defend our Country, while 
you are delolating France. 


The Butchers of the National Convention think 
there is no ſafety but in the murder of their KI No, 
though they mocked him with a trial where they 
could not convict him; but you,---PaixE, are too 
humane and juſt to join in ſuch a barbarous notion, 
and will, if you can, hinder the French from a 
ctime that muſt excite the horror of all mankind' 


Your's, 
JOHN KING. 
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cw Burlington-Street, 
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